Plating Bacteriophage M13.
A plaque of bacteriophage M13 derives from infection of a single bacterium by a single virus particle. The progeny particles infect neighboring bacteria, which, in turn, release another generation of daughter virus particles. If the bacteria are growing in semisolid medium (e.g., containing agar or agarose), then the diffusion of the progeny particles is limited. Cells infected with bacteriophage M13 are not killed, but have a longer generation time than uninfected Escherichia coli In consequence, plaques appear as areas of slower-growing cells on a faster-growing lawn of bacterial cells. This protocol describes plating of bacteriophage M13 stocks. Plaques are readily detectable on top agar after 4-8 h of incubation at 37°C.